
MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

August 28, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm on August 28, 2019 in Room 2 
at Town Hall. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chairperson 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Joseph DeMoor, Member 
Garett Fitzgerald, Member 
Scott Mills, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison  
Kae McDonald, Board Admin 
Heather Henry, Trustee Liaison 

Guests: Richard Vottaro, Guest 
Phi Filerman, CORE Liaison 
Katharine Rushton, CLEER Liaison 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to approve E-board meeting minutes from July 2019. 
Garrett seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
Richard Vottaro was present to address the board concerning the installation of the 
American Dipper as Carbondale’s official town bird.  The presence of the American 
Dipper is an indicator of a healthy river.  He presented more than three pages of 
supporting signatures (approximately 150) gathered at various places including 
Dandelion Day. 
 
Comments/Questions: 
Garrett: How would the process work, and what is the Environmental Board’s role? 
Scott: E-Board would recommend to Board of Trustees. 
Mark:  The process would be similar to that followed in nominating the dandelion as 
the town flower.  However, should be aware that the Roaring Fork Conservancy 
has chosen the American Dipper as their emblem and is an icon on their webpage 
and stationary. 
Richard: We will contact them to apprise them of our desire and see how they feel. 
Mark:  Have you contacted the local Audubon chapter? 
Richard: Yes, Mary is a big part of it. 



 
IDEAS FOR NEW EBOARD PROJECTS 
Colin opened up discussion on ideas for new EBoard projects, if the group is 
satisfied with how the meetings are, or ideas for additional outreach to inform the 
general public about the EBoard activities. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Garrett: What is going to gain some excitement or interest from community? 
Maximize the impact from environmental activities? 
Phi:  A table at First Friday would provide a means to disseminate information. 
Katharine:  Is there a way to do outreach to schools (single-use plastics, etc.)? 
Garrett: We would need to figure out how to structure that, who would be the 
source. 
Phi: We could use the Sopris Sun as a vehicle for information dissemination. 
Mark:  Do you think there is enough feedback from the BOT/Town for their 
activities? 
Sandy:  No.  It would be helpful for that to get to us. 
Mark:  As Town Liaison, would be helpful to open channels of communication 
between the Board and BOT.  We need to figure out a better way to get the 
information on what town is working on; there is a lot of information out there, but 
you also have to filter a lot. 
Colin:  I feel like there has been some good feedback. 
Garrett:  I don’t feel like the community members don’t always know what we are 
working on.  I think that is who we need to be communicating with. 
Scott:  Contact grassroots community television; no reason not to bring them in.  It 
may be a minimal cost to involve them. 
Colin:  It may be hard to have someone at First Friday, but we could utilize one of 
our board meetings to have an open house. 
Scott:  First Friday or an open house would be especially useful for the plastic 
reduction plan. 
Katharine:  It would be a good way to avoid the “I didn’t know” syndrome. 
Garrett: I think we would reach more people if we go to them.  Maybe have a table 
at First Friday twice a year. 
Sandy:  This is an administrative point, but is it possible to see the minutes sooner 
than a day or two before the meeting? 
Mark:  What about emailing assignments to remind everyone of what they agreed 
to do? 
Colin:  I don’t mind sending out task assignments, but it just adds to the email 
chains. 
Scott:  If you are passionate, you will do it. 
Colin:  Kae, can you send out the minutes when they are completed?  I will follow 
up on assignments with specific individuals. 
Sandy:  Going back to outreach, I like Pat’s idea of the Environmental Award. 
Pat:  I already have the first candidate—Red Rock Diner. 
Katharine:  I think we need to define the process for nomination, and have specific 
criteria to follow.  How will we get people/businesses for nomination? 



Pat:  We might be able to get the local Rotary group to help out.  We need to cast a 
wide net.  We could talk to the high school and get the students interested and 
involved.  It would be a source to feed into. 
Colin:  I agree with Katharine that criteria and a process need to be defined. 
Pat:  I can work on that. 
Joseph:  I would like to keep working on the issue of single occupancy vehicles. 
Katharine:  Congestion is a big topic right now. 
Pat:  There have been traffic counters in various areas.  Can we access that 
information and start accumulating data? 
Scott:  Can we include ebikes in electric vehicle events? 
Katharine:  They are already included in the Bike-to-Work events. 
 
PLASTIC REDUCTION UPDATE 
Colin and Pat attended the July 23 Trustee meeting where we presented a 
strategic plan for the reduction of plastic one year from now Earth Day 2020. The 
BOT agreed to three of the four items presented.  They agreed to 1) Join Recycle 
Colorado; 2) Issue a proclamation to actively reduce plastics by Earth Day 2020; 3) 
Hire a consultant to address specific ways to reduce plastics consumption.  The 
BOT was unwilling to expand the bag ban.  The BOT wants to know how involved 
the EBoard wants to be in developing the RFP for a consultant and if there are 
specific goals the EBoard would like to see included in the plan. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Pat:  I talked to Andrew Gorge, but he doesn’t do that kind of work.  I also talked to 
Adrian Fielder and he recommended Julia Farwell.  We should contact other towns 
that have successfully enacted a plastic bag ban and see what worked. 
Phi:  Call Recycle Colorado—they have a good contact list. 
Sandy:  Let’s make sure we don’t get the cart before the horse in terms of having a 
consultant in mind before the RFP is written.  Telluride has a voluntary community 
plan to reduce single-use plastics. 
Colin:  I feel like our role was to develop the four items presented to the BOT.  
Developing the RFP for the consultant is a lot of work, and we are still a voluntary 
board.  We put in a lot of hours on the plastic reduction project, and there is some 
fatigue on this subject. 
Heather:  Just a reminder that Town staff has a lot on their plates. 
  
UPDATE ON ENERGY CODE 
Scott and Pat attended the BOT work session on Tuesday evening (August 27).  
Scott provided a summary on this session:  The EBoard can help bring a vision to 
the implementation of an energy code.  There are many good examples that can 
be used, and Basalt’s could be used regionally.  The Mayor did point out a 
caveat—if solar is required in the energy code, it will eliminate financial incentives 
(Katharine expanded on this topic).  CORE’s goal is net zero.  Holy Cross has just 
announced a new solar project with VISTA, and the energy code should include 
wiring for solar and EV chargers.  The BOT would like to bypass net zero and go to 
positive energy feedback. 
 



Questions/Comments: 
Katharine:  What proposals were introduced at the Work Session? 
Phi:  There were four different suggestions including energy, energy code, etc. 
Scott:  The big BOT question was the cost of solar, and how these will impact the 
ADU, multi-family residences. 
Katharine: There will need to be tweaks to any proposal.  CLEER, in conjunction 
with CORE, is working on a report for the BOT on net zero, etc. 
Colin:  Is the EBoard providing enough support? 
Katharine:  We can communicate with the Energy Subcommitttee. 
Heather:  The Energy Subcommittee can then summarize and bring to the EBoard 
meeting. 
Katharine:  CLEER is working on a big report that will summarize what other 
communities have done, existing strategies and technologies, a GAP analysis, and 
then tie it to Carbondale’s climate action plan and a step-by-step way to move 
forward. 
Pat:  We do need to look at the big picture—Carbondale doesn’t have a lot of new 
homes to build, so making new homes solar efficient won’t make a big dent in 
energy use.  We need to take this momentum and apply it to existing 
neighborhoods and figure out what that may look like. 
Colin:  CORE and CLEER will communicate with the EBoard and Subcommittee on 
their report as appropriate. 
 
HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS 
Colin asked if there was anything else board members would like to discuss.  Pat 
asked if the EBoard could implement an attendance requirement to stay on the 
board.  There have been a number of meetings where there have ben insufficient 
members to make a quorum.  Colin agreed that not having a quorum is a big 
problem, but he remined everyone that this is a volunteer board and people do 
have things that come up.  Garrett felt like it was a good idea to have some criteria, 
and people could get pre-approval for an extended absence.  Heather suggested 
that someone check other boards and commission for wording. 
 
Pat motioned that the E-board include a rule if board members miss three 
meetings in a row, or miss three in six meetings, they will be removed from the 
board; Scott seconded the motion.  There was one vote in favor and five opposed; 
the motion did not carry.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The August 28, 2019, regular meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled on September 23, 2019 at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


